Sample Lessons Grade 6 Overview

Grade6 Overview
Focus | CanMakeA
Difference

| can make a difference. . .

............................................ in my school.
.................................... in my community.
............................................... in my state.
............................................ in my nation.

This unit helps students to develop the skills and understanding necessary
for good citizenship through service-learning projects and practice in
resolving conflicts.

Key | deas:

A community:

*  issupported by and supportsitsmembersand othersin the community.

* ismadeup of neighborhoodsand groupsthat form thelarger community.
*  combineswith other communitiesto form the stateand the nation.

*  isnostronger thanitsweakest members.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.

» awaysdotheir personal best.

» treat others the way they would want to be treated.

*  respect their parents and home.

*  possessskillsnecessary to live peaceably in society and not resorting to violence
to settle disputes.

Lessons:
“I'll doitif you pay me.” (Helping Otherslsits Own Reward.)

1.
2. “What'sinitfor me?” (Doing My Part Makes Me Part of the Community.)
3. Resolving conflicts peacefully.
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Culminating Activity:

Select aservice project assuggested in Lessons Oneand Two. Keep aphotographiclog
and classjournal of the processof selecting and carrying out the project. (Presentation
software, such asPower Point™, could also beeffective.) Celebrateat the conclusion of
the project with the recognition of leaders, parents, and resource persons. Generate
publicity for thiscelebration, so that participantsfrom the community may beincluded.

Have students complete a self-evaluation at the conclusion of the project. Students
might respond to questions, such asthefollowing:

“Inwhat ways have | demonstrated my ability to accept responsibility?’
“New insights | have gained in regard to being agood citizen are ....”

“Ways of resolving disagreements or handling conflictswhich were most
effectivefor mewere....”

“Positive ways | havetried to do things differently at home or school are.....”

Curriculum Connections:

Activitiesinthisunit will help studentsto attain academic standardsin:

Social Studies (Grade 6)

Civic Ideals and Practice - Students will:

Devel op acommitment to effective and respong ble participation in thefunctioning of

school and community organizations.

e participateinaservice-learning project at some point during the school year.

»  accept respongbility for individua actionsinthe school and community.

»  work cooperatively toward goals.

»  providepositiveleadershipfor at least oneclassroom activity or organizationin
the school and/or community.

Language Arts (Grades 6-8) - Students will:

Writefor different purposes and audiences producing avariety of forms, including.
*  messagesand letters.

*  logsof ideasandinformation.

* listsandcharts.

e rhymesand poems.
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Sample Lessons Grade 6 Lesson One

Grade6 Lesson One

“I'll Dolt If You Pay Me.”
(Helping OtherslsltsOwn
Reward.)

This lesson involves students in researching service organizations in the
community and selecting one or more to assist as a class or group project.
(Instead of a classroom activity, this project might be carried out by a school
service club.)

Key | deas:

*  Volunteerismisessential to maintain important community organizations.
»  Takingresponsibility for community activities hel ps students both learn and gain
asense of being part of the community.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

» awaysdo their personal best.

» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
* treat otherstheway they would want to betreated.

*  respect their parents and home.

*  respect themselves.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

*  ddfine“volunteerism.”

» comparethe qualities of avolunteer with those of agood citizen.

* exploreactivities that help them to become aware that being of serviceto others
isarewarding experience.
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I ntroductory Activity:

Ask studentsif they know peoplein the school and community who are*volunteers.”
Examplesmight include parentswho volunteer to hel p with school activities, Scout leaders,
and others. Ask studentswhat these people havein common. Help studentsto
understand that many people havejobsthat involve helping other people. Many people
alsovolunteer their timeto help otherswithout pay. Thisiscalled*volunteerism.” Ask
studentsif any of them have served asvolunteers. What did they learnfromthe
experience? Let them know that the students can practice good citizenship skillsas
volunteers.

Core Activities:

1. Reviewthequalitiesof agood citizenfrom IC 20-10.1-4-4.5. Ask studentsto
comparethequalitiesof agood citizen with those of avolunteer. Develop adiagram
or achart comparing thetwo concepts. (Seethenext page.)

2. Heptheclassresearch and select anon profit organization to which they want to
donate afew hoursof service or to complete aspecific task to help the organization.

3. Theteacher should contact the community service organization that studentshave
selected to ask what the classcan doto help.

4. After completing the project, studentswill write about their volunteer activities
addressing the following questions: What was the service experience like?
What happened as aresult? Wasthisarewarding experience? Please explain.

Additional | deas:

Individual students may decideto continue thiscommunity servicerelationship,
hel ping the service organization at other times during the school year.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Assessment should be based on student participation in the project and student
writing about theexperience. 1n evaluating participation, thefollowing pointsmight be
consdered: evidencethat student ismaking hisor her best effort; cooperative attitude;
courteous behavior; demonstration of respect for others; and growth in respect for hisor
her own abilitiesand contributions.

Home Connection:

Parents should be kept informed of the purposes and activitiesinvolved in this
project. Inresearching community service organizationslocally, students might ask
their parentsto talk with them about organizations they may be aware of that provide
servicesto the community.
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Grade 6 Lesson One

Resources:
e 1C20-10.1-4-4.5 (Seethe Resources section of theguide.)

* Invitearepresentativefromalocal volunteer organization to shareinformation.
»  Diagram (below)

Good
Citizen
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Sample Lessons Grade 6 Lesson Two

Grade 6 Lesson Two

“What'sIn It For Me?’
(Doing My Part MakesMe
Part of the Community.)

This lesson engages students in planning and carrying out a project to benefit a
community organization or a school project.

Key | dea:

Contributing to one’'s community enhances one's sense of belonging.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

alwaysdo their personal best.

take personal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
treat others the way they would want to be treated.

respect themselves.

respect their parents and home.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

consider practical waysthat individuals can take responsibility for community
concerns.

usemoney earned from aservice project to hel p aneedy cause chosen by
students.

understand that service-learning and giving to otherscan bearewarding
experience.

I ntroductory Activity:

Offer students the opportunity to identify concernsthat exist in the school or
community. Help themidentify one concern that they can addressat school. Students
may identify recycling, school clean-up, or some other concern. A recycling project has
the advantage of producing someincome, which can be dedicated to aworthy cause or
project.
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Core Activities:

1. Studentsshould summarizethe concernthey haveidentified inabrief, written state-
ment.

2. Studentsthen list steps that need to be taken to address the concern and formu-
late an action plan with atimeline.

3. Taskscanbeidentified, and groupsof students can takeresponsibility for completing
tasksand meeting thetimeline.

Example - Recycling Program:

*  Studentscan make containersfor each classroom for paper recyclablesand for
aluminum cans.

*  Studentstake responsibility for collection of recyclables and preparation for
pick-up at designated day or time.

*  Money from the recycling project can benefit acommunity organization or a
school project that the students can select. Using an open process, ask theclass,
prior to the project kick-off, to select the organization that will get the donation.
Support for thisorganization then can befeatured in any publicity designed to build

participationintherecycling project.

Additional | deas:

Use newspapers and magazines to find articles about students who have made a
differenceintheir community.

Evaluation/Assessment:

Students will be evaluated based on the final products and on the performance of the
team effort. Evaluation criteria can be developed by the classin order to judge
successof theoverdl project. Thiseva uation shouldincludean assessment of the
problem statement, action plan, and the ability to develop arealistic timeline.

Home Connection:

Parents should be informed of the purposes and activitiesinvolved in thislesson.
Students might want to be responsible for recycling or another project at home.
Recyclables can be donated to arecycling project at school. Parents may want to
participate in the activity with the students by working together or by going to the
donation site. Recognition of parents efforts should be a part of the project.
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Sample Lessons Grade 6 Lesson Two

Community Connection:
Community bus nessesmight befound to be partnersin hel ping with therecycling project.
Community partners should berecognized at the end of the project for their part in helping
withtheproject.

Resources:

*  Contact several recycling centersinthecommunity. Find out which pay for recy-
clablegoods.
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Sample Lessons Grade 6 Lesson Three

Grade6 Lesson Three
ResolvingConflicts
Peacefully

This lesson helps students to resolve conflicts without resorting to violence.
Key | dea:

*  Conflict can be handled positively in resolving differences.
Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

*  Good citizens possess the skills necessary to live peaceably in society and not
resort to violence to settle disputes.

Objectives:

Studentswill
* identify better meansto manage conflicts.
*  discussmethodsinwhichthey canexercisesdf-discipline.

I ntroductory Activity:

Display the following quote by Mahatma Ghandi: “If you want real peace, you
shadl start withthechildren.” Ask studentswhat they think the quote meansand what
relevanceit hastotoday’sworld.

Core Activities:

1. Askstudents, workinginsmall groupsor pairs, to discusswhy they fight and how
they resolvetheir fights.

2. Ask studentsto think about a solution to aconflict or problem they have
recently encountered. In small groups, have students suggest ways to resolve
conflictswithout fighting.

3. Haveaclass“Tug-Of-War.” What isan dternativeto atug-of-war? Discusswin/
win, win/lose, and lose/lose situations. Useteacher generated Situationsto start the
discusson.

4. Discussthequote, “Peace beginswithme.” Have studentswriteabrief
interpretation of thisquote.

91



5. Helpstudentsdevelop and practiceaset of skillsfor avoiding aggressive behavior,
such as: using politelanguage; not using “fightingwords’ or wordsthat hurt others;
learning to disagreerespectfully; and expressing fedingsin constructiveways.

6. Havestudentswriteapoem about peace, friendship, or respect or submit their own
artwork about thetheme. Display their work and then compileitinto aspiral-bound
booklet for display inthe classroom or school library.

Additional |deas;

Give students an opportunity to correspond with other schoolsin the United States
and in other countries on the topic of peacefully resolving conflicts. Request that
their pen pals or e-mail pals send artwork and poetry that could be included in aclass
book or scanned into amultimedia presentation.

Evaluation/Assessment:
Finished products, such asthe booklet, can be evaluated by criteriathat have been
developed by the teacher and students. Student participation can be used asameansfor
assessing depth of understanding and involvement. For example: Do studentsuse“win/

win” strategiesand conflict management skillsin everyday classroom and school
situations? Teacher observations should be shared on aregular basiswith students.

Home Connection:
K eep parentsinformed of theintent and activitiesinthislesson. Somestudents might
select anewspaper articlethat describesaconflict and discusswith aparent how the
conflict could behandled.

Resources:

Seethe Resources section for programsand materiasrelated to conflict reduction.
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